
 

 

 

 

 

  

Horizon Elementary 
October 2014  

Comet Courier 
OCTOBER EVENTS 

October 7 and 8 
Donuts with Dads 
 
Wednesday, October 8 
School Store opens! 
 
Friday, October 10 
WATCHDogs Pizza Dinner, 6:30 pm 
 
October 13 
No School, Columbus Day Holiday 
 
Wednesday, October 15 
Makeup picture day 
 
Friday, October 17 
PTA Tailgate Lunch for Staff 
 
Tuesday, October 21 
PTA General Meeting, 6:30 PM 
 
Friday, October 24 
Preschool Field Trip to Leesburg Animal 
Park 
 
Friday, October 24 
Poetry Masters Recitations 
 
Monday, October 27 
ASEP Begins 
 
Thursday, October 30 
2

nd
 grade Musical 

 
Friday, October 31 
Fall Parties 
Fourth Grade Pumpkin Math 
Fifth Grade to Potomac Falls HS for 
      Instrument “Petting Zoo” 
 
 

 

Horizon Elementary School 
46665 Broadmore Drive • Sterling, VA 20165 • Telephone 571.434.3260 • Fax 703.444.7418 

Absentee Line 571.434.3261 
Absentee Email hrzabsentee@lcps.org 

Horizon Elementary School website: www.lcps.org/horizon 
Principal:  Mrs. Jennifer Ewing  Bookkeeper:  Mrs. Holly Buehler 

Assistant Principal:  Mr. Chris Painter Attendance Secretary:  Mrs. Violet Sowa-Badders 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Greetings Comets! As the weather brings a chill in the air we are 

reminded that fall is really here. Along with the cool air, the leaves 

are changing, pumpkins and mums are out. What a great season!  

 

The Clarity Parent Portal Login information was sent home in the 

First Day Packets and the account access letters were sent home on 

Friday, October 3.  If you did not receive an account access letter it 

is not too late.   You can still submit an Account Request Form 

which is available on the Horizon Elementary School website under 

the Clarity tab.  

 

During this point in the school year, teachers start contacting 

parents to arrange for parent-teacher conferences. The purpose for 

scheduling conferences at this time in the school year is to give 

parents and teachers an opportunity to meet and share information 

about your child(ren). The sharing of information between the 

teacher and parent should serve to strengthen the home-school 

connection. I hope that the conference experience will be enjoyed 

by all who participate. Please keep in mind the following: 

 No one is in the office before 7:00 am; but there is someone 

in the office after 7:00 am to buzz people in to the building.  

Please sign in at the office before heading down to the 

classroom for your scheduled conference. 

 After dismissal until 4:00 there is an office staff member 

available to buzz you in. You do not need to check in at 

the office before heading to the classroom for your 

scheduled conference after school hours.   

 After 4:00 pm the building is locked. Teachers will meet 

parents at the front entrance for any conferences scheduled 

after 4:00 pm. Please keep in mind that they may be 

delayed momentarily between conference times. Feel free 

to have a seat at the benches until they come to let you in 

the building. 

 

Happy Fall! 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Ewing 

 

   



 

 
 



 

Fall Food Drive 

Horizon Elementary is helping Loudoun Interfaith with a fall food drive. Beginning on Tuesday, October 
14th and ending Thursday, October 30, 2014, please bring non-perishable food items to school. 

Food items that are most needed are: 

100% Juice      Canned Tuna or Chicken 
Canned Soup      Stuffing 
Boxed Potatoes     Cereal 
Canned Veggies and Fruit    Jelly and Jam 

 

Please send only non-perishable items and no glass. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Contact Amy Sandridge, parent liaison at Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org with any questions. 

 

************************************************************************************** 

WATCH D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great Students) is a one-of-a-kind, school-

based father involvement program that works to support education and safety. Who are 

WatchDOGS? Fathers, grandfathers, step-fathers, uncles, and other father figures who volunteer 

to serve in a variety of school activities. For more information see 

http://www.fathers.com/watchdogs/ 

Please join us on Friday, October 10th at 6:30 pm for Dads and Students 

Pizza Night at Horizon to learn more about how you can become a Watch 

DOG at Horizon this year. Give mom the night off, bring your children with 

you. 
For more information, contact Amy Sandridge at: Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org  or call the school at 571-434-3260.  
 

 

mailto:Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org
http://www.fathers.com/watchdogs/
mailto:Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org
http://www.fathers.com/watchdogs/watch-d-o-g-s-on-blogtalk-radio-listen-to-us-live/


  

  

THE READING CORNER       

Each year, teachers administer the DRA (Developmental Reading 
Assessment) to students. The purpose is to determine an 
approximate reading level, to determine strengths and weaknesses, 
and to determine the next step of instruction.  Benchmarks are set. 
We would like students to be on level 3 by the end of kindergarten, 
level 16 by end of first grade, level 28 by the end of second 
grade, level 38 by the end of third grade, level 40 by the end of 
fourth grade, and level 50 by the end of fifth grade. 

That being said, there are ways you can help your child. First, the 
obvious, read!! Just like a sport, the more you practice, the better 
you become. Second, be a good reading model. Show your child 
that you value reading by being a reader yourself. Third, talk with 
your child about his/her reading. What follows are some things that 
we look for on the DRA assessment. You can do these things at home 
which will improve your child’s reading and improve the chances 
that he/she will do well on the DRA. 

1. Have your child orally (and/or in writing) retell the story. Is it 
in the correct sequence? Did your child use the characters’ 
names or just pronouns? Can he tell the problem/solution of the 
story? 

2. Have your child identify a favorite part AND tell why it is 
his/her favorite. 

3. Have your child tell the connections he/she had while reading.  
Usually when reading, the character, setting,  problem,  
solution or something reminds us of another story, event, TV 
show or something.  Ask, what did this story make you think of? 
What connections did you make? What did it remind you of? 

Try these at home. I am sure your child will benefit from these 
added practices.  Happy reading! 

 
Bobbie Lee and Beth Carnill, Reading Teachers 

 
 

 

 



SEARCH October Newsletter 
Kay O’Sullivan and Denise Corbo, Search Teachers 

Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test  

All Loudoun County third grade students will take the Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test in October, 2014.  

The test will be given to students in their regular classrooms during their usual SEARCH time. Please 

prepare your child by making sure that he/she is healthy, well-rested, and that he/she has eaten a good 

breakfast on the day of the test.  No other preparation is needed!   

In order to help you, as parents, better understand the NNAT2, here are some frequently asked questions.   

1. What does the NNAT2 measure? The Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test 2 assesses school learning 

ability without requiring a student to read, write or speak. Instead, students rely on reasoning and problem 

solving skills to complete the test items.  

Many people assume that intelligence is differentiated in two categories:  verbal and nonverbal. The 

distinction actually refers to the content of the items on an intelligence test, not to the type of thinking or 

intelligence required. Verbal and nonverbal tests are two different ways of measuring intellectual ability.  

 

Currently in Loudoun County Public Schools, the main purpose for administering the NNAT2 is to 

identify students for gifted services in the area of general intellectual ability. The NNAT2 results may also 

be used to screen general ability for students whose school performance may be hindered by limited 

English proficiency.  

 

2. Why the Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test (NNAT2)?  
The NNAT2 was chosen because it is nonverbal.   LCPS was looking for a way to identify gifted students 

who may not perform well on ability tests with a large number of verbal items, including students with 

limited English skills or learning difficulties.  

 

3. What types of questions are on the NNAT2?  
There are four categories of questions on the NNAT2:  

 Pattern completion: requires the student to complete a pattern by determining both general 

orientation and design details of the missing portion.  

 Reasoning by Analogy: requires the students to recognize a logical relationship between several 

geometric shapes  

 Serial Reasoning: requires the student to recognize sequence of shapes and changes in a sequence  

 Spatial Visualization: the student must recognize how two or more designs would look when 

combined 

The geometric shapes and designs used for each test item are culture-free.   A sample test item from the 

NNAT2 is shown in the figure below (actual test items use blue, white and yellow because these colors are 

most easily perceived by those with color-impaired vision).          



 
 

 

 

4. Who will take the NNAT2?  
Currently, all third grade students in Loudoun County Public Schools take the NNAT2 in the fall of the 

school year.  The NNAT2 is available to students in grades K-12 for intellectual ability testing.  

 

5. How long is the test? 
The test has 48 items which must be completed in 30 minutes. 

 

6. How do I interpret the scoring report? 
Percentile ranks range from 1 to 99, and describe a student's test performance relative to other students of 

the same age in the national normative reference group. A student performing in the 95th percentile, for 

example, scored higher than 95% of the students at his/her age.  Ranks between the 25th and 75th 

percentile fall within the average range of normative expectations.  

 

7. If there is a significant discrepancy between a student’s performance on the NNAT2 and his/her 

achievement in the classroom, should I be concerned?  
Students may score well on the NNAT2 who do not demonstrate high levels of achievement in the 

classroom. The NNAT2 demonstrates that these students have the ability to succeed in school, though they 

may not have acquired the skills required to achieve at that high level. Alternately, there are students who 

are very strong in the academic domain who may score poorly on the NNAT2.  

 

The NNAT2 helps us identify students who may not demonstrate their ability on more traditional tests of 

knowledge because of limited English proficiency, language or learning difficulties, or other factors that 

may hinder achievement. It should be kept in mind that the NNAT2 scores give only one piece of 

information about a student.  As with any assessment, some tests will identify the strengths of students 

more than other tests.  

 

8. How does the NNAT2 help my child qualify for Gifted Education services?  
The NNAT2 is one of the tests used by Loudoun County Public Schools to identify students in the area of 

general intellectual ability.  

 

 

  



 

 

 

  

Horizon Elementary PTA News 

2012-2013 Horizon PTA Executive Board   

Happy Fall from the PTA! October is going to be very busy  — 

our academic programs of  Math Superstars and Poetry Masters 

are beginning and Word Masters is right around the corner. The 

Lego League is busy getting ready for competition. ASEP 

registration is coming very soon as it will begin the week of  

October 27th. Lots of  great classes are being offered. We are 

going to treat our wonderful staff  at Horizon to a Fall Tailgating 

lunch on October 17 - please donate either your time or a dessert 

to help make this a great event.  Our next general meeting is on 

October 21 at 6:30 pm. We are having a guest speaker on the 

bond referendum concerning the new Academies of  Loudoun - 

you won't want to miss this! Hope to see you all at the Monster 

Mash on October 24! Please follow us on the Horizon 

Elementary PTA Facebook site! 
 

 
 

  

  

 

If you have not done so already, please 
consider joining our PTA.  The PTA sponsors 
many social and educational activities to 
enrich your child’s experience at Horizon 
Elementary.  You can view the many 

activities and volunteer opportunities on 
the PTA portion of our webpage: 
www.lcps.org/Horizon. 

“Horizon Elementary School and PTA” 

www.horizonpta.org 

The PTA Board: 

Gail Godek, President 

Teresa Demangos, Treasurer 

Christy Sharn, Recording and 

Correspondence Secretary 

Christina Ward, Staff Relations 

Meredith Pilaro, Membership and 

Directory 

Karin Cerniglia, After School Enrichment 

Programs 

Joanne Canellos, Fundraising 

Tisha Duhaime, Spirit Sales 

Resa Kierstein, Volunteer Coordinator 

Laura Inra, School Supply Kits 

(email links on the PTA Website) 

 

http://www.horizonpta.org/


 

 

 

 

 

CRUMBS FROM THE 
CAFETERIA 

Prices for 2014-2015 School 
Year: 

Lunch Full Price $ 3.10  
Reduced Price $0.40 

 
Breakfast Full Price $2.10 

Reduced Price $0.30 
 

Adult Lunch $4.10 
 
 

Online Payment System 
"MySchoolBucks"  

https://www.myschoolbucks.com/  
 

MySchoolBucks Parent 
Telephone Support:  

(855) 832-5226 
Payments download to our 

system at 5:30 am, 9:30 am and 
3:30 pm. 

 

Dear Parents, 

My name is Kerry Kidwell and this is my 
family’s fifth year at Horizon Elementary.  
This year, I will be a member of Horizon’s 
PBIS Committee as your Parent 
Representative. PBIS stands for Positive 
Behavioral Interventions and Supports and 
this committee works to brainstorm, create 
and implement initiatives school-wide to 
foster a proactive, predictable and positive 
environment. The PBIS Committee meets 
monthly and I will be in attendance to 
represent you.  Please feel free to contact me 
throughout the school year with any 
questions, concerns or suggestions you may 
have.  Our next committee meeting is 
scheduled for October 9, 2014 and I would be 
happy to bring your feedback.  I can be 
reached at kpkidwell@yahoo.com . Thank 
you! I hope you are all off to a great start this 
year!    

 

 

POETRY MASTERS 

Our Poetry Masters 
program is starting this 
month! Poems will be 

available to be picked up 
in the office on October 

10th.  
Any child in grades 1-5 

who wishes to participate 
will memorize a selected 

poem for their grade 
category and recite the 

poem to the poetry 
coordinator on October 

24th. 
  

 

The Mobile Dentist is coming to 

Horizon! 

Taking care of your child’s teeth is 

important to keeping him or her 

healthy. If your child has not had 

regular dental care, he or she may take 

advantage of this opportunity. Forms 

will be sent home in backpacks on 

Friday, October 10th, and should be 

returned by October 24th. The mobile 

dentist will see patients on November 

7th and 10th at Horizon.  If you have 

any questions about the mobile dentist 

program, please contact Jennifer 

Asuncion, school nurse, at 571-434-

3260. 

 

https://www.myschoolbucks.com/
mailto:kpkidwell@yahoo.com


  
Odyssey of  the Mind 2014-15 Season Begins 

Odyssey of  the Mind (OM) provides creative, problem-solving opportunities 

for students to practice their team work and use their imaginations!  The goal 

is an 8-minute solution performed at the Regional tournament on Saturday, 

March 14, 2015, for one of  five “Long-Term” problems and a creative, inspired 

solution to the “Spontaneous” problem which team members only learn the 

day they compete.   

You can learn more about the program at the OM website, 

www.odysseyofthemind.com and more specifically, important dates and 

requirements at the Horizon PTA website under “PTA Sponsored 

Educational Activities.”  Mrs. Tate, 3rd grade teacher, is the OM coordinator 

at Horizon.  You can fill out a “Request for Participation” and return it to the 

school between now and October 17, 2014. If  you find a group of  five to seven 

students who would like to work together, identify a coach, regional 

tournament judge, and regional tournament volunteer, you can submit the 

requests as a packet.   

Please consider giving Horizon students an opportunity to participate in this 

program by checking the Team Coach volunteer opportunity.  If  you have any 

questions, please feel free to email Mrs. Tate at linda.tate@lcps.org. 

 

Students are encouraged to bring a set of earbuds or headphones to use for school devices 

(IPads, computers, laptops, etc.) We would love any additional donations to provide for 

other students! 

 

http://www.odysseyofthemind.com/
mailto:linda.tate@lcps.org


  



 Arrival and Dismissal Procedures 

 
Please help us to make a smooth arrival and dismissal by 

reviewing the following procedures if you are dropping off 

and picking up your chlld/children. 
 

1.  Car drop off is to the east side of the building. Pull all the 
way up in the circle to allow as many cars into the circle as 
possible.If you get here "first" please do not park along the 

circle, PULL ALL the way up to be courteous of other cars! 
C a r s  n e e d  t o pull forward so that traffic does not back 
up on Broadmore Drive. 

2.   When cars leave in front of you, pull as far forward as 

you can. 

3.  NEVER get out of your car ond leave it unattended in the 

drop lane. This blocks all the traffic and creates a backup. 
 

4. Children should be able to exit or enter the car 

independently. Parents who have to assist their 

child/children should park in a designated parking 

spot in front of the school and walk the student 

across the crosswalk to the front entry of the school. 



 

 

 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (SIP) 

The Horizon staff is dedicated to 
improving our strategies for increasing 
student achievement and in closing the 
achievement gap.  A formal School 
Improvement Plan is developed by staff, 
with parent input.  If parents are 
interested in participating in this process 
please contact Jennifer Ewing at 571-
434-3260.  The plan is reviewed and 
revised throughout the year according to 
the results achieved.   

The updated 2012-2013 SIP will be 

posted on the Horizon website.   
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OFFICE REMINDERS 

The school day begins promptly at 7:50 AM.  Students MUST be in their classrooms at 7:50 AM, arriving after 
that time results in an UNEXCUSED tardy, unless a doctors note is provided.  Students coming in after 7:50 AM 
must be escorted into the building, by an adult.  School dismisses at 2:35 PM.  Parents picking up students prior to 
dismissal are required to sign them out in the main office.  All visitors to the building should begin their visit in the 
main office.  Once in the office, you may sign in using the computer located on the front counter.  Any forgotten 
items should be brought to the office.  This will cut down on interruptions to the class. 

ABSENTEE/TARDY 
Please email the Horizon absentee email at hrzabsentee@lcps.org, or call the absentee line at 571-434-3261 
to report the absence or late to school information for your child. 

AFTER SCHOOL PLAN 
Anytime your child has a change in his/her after school plan, please send a note in with your child in the morning.  
The office cannot redirect children after school on the basis of a phone call.  If an emergency necessitates a 

change during the day, you may fax the instructions to us at 703-444-7418. 

LOST AND FOUND 

Horizon Elementary has areas designated for lost 
items such as lunch boxes, and clothing.  Students 
who misplace their belongings can check in the Lost 
and Found that is located outside the cafeteria.  
Items of value or importance such as glasses, 
jewelry, and keys are kept in the front office.  If 
your child has lost an item, please encourage them 
to check in the Lost and Found or with the office 
secretary.  Items that go unclaimed will be donated 

at the end of each quarter to a local charity. 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (SIP) 

The Horizon staff is dedicated to improving our 
strategies for increasing student achievement and in 
closing the achievement gap.  A formal School 
Improvement Plan is developed by staff, with parent 
input.  If parents are interested in participating in this 
process please contact Jennifer Ewing at 571-434-
3260.  The plan is reviewed and revised throughout 
the year according to the results achieved.   

The 2014-2015 SIP can be found on the Horizon 

website at http://www.lcps.org/domain/7051. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

If, due to a disability, you need assistance to 
enable you to participate meaningfully in any of 
our school programs, please contact Mrs. Ewing, 
Principal at 571.434.3260 at least five working 

days prior to the activity. 

HORIZON NOW ON FACEBOOK & TWITTER! 

Visit Horizon's new Facebook page to keep up to date on school events and happenings! Check us out 
at: facebook.com/HRZSterling and be sure to Like our page to get your updates. 

We are also on Twitter. Click the links below our calendar to follow us!  

https://www.facebook.com/HRZSterling   https://twitter.com/HorizonElem 

SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVES 

Debbie Rose, Algonkian District - debbie.rose@lcps.org. 
You can also follow her on Facebook, 
"Debbie Rose- School Board"  

Brenda Sheridan, Sterling District - 
brenda.sheridan@lcps.org  

Tom Reed, At Large - thomas.reed@lcps.org 

https://www.facebook.com/HRZSterling
https://www.facebook.com/HRZSterling

